Sumpter Township

Planning Commission Meeting

Minutes

November 13, 2008

Meeting called to order by Chairman Stalmack showing present:  Borden, Walker, Clark, Cichiewicz, Stalmack, Swinson, Oddy, Deputy Clerk Hurst and approximately 8 residents.  

Motion by Oddy, supported by Clark to review the October 9, 2009 minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Oddy, supported by Borden to inform the township board that the abatement policy was to be reviewed by the commission prior to them voting on the issue.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Cichiewicz, supported by Oddy to approve the October 9, 2008 minutes with the necessary corrections.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Walker, supported by Clark to open the public hearing at 7:18 pm for Grace Conally 19611 Martinsville Dog Kennel.  

Ms. Conally explained that herself owns all her dogs.  She does not board.  She shows the Fox Terriers.  She currently has 16 dogs various ages.  She does this as a hobby not for money.  

Neighbor Tom Elliott 19901 Martinsville spoke and has no problem in fact he did not even know she had dogs.

Neighbor Gwen Richie 19451 Martinsville spoke and asked are all the dogs there now.  Answer yes.

Neighbor Rosemary Roberts 6482 Oakville Waltz spoke and wanted to know if everyone in all zoning must ask for special exception to have kennel.  Answer it depends on your zoning for example in AG (Agricultural) if you have the proper acreage it is a permitted use and you just need to apply for the kennel license.  But in Ms. Conally case she is in a RF (Rural Small Farm) it is permitted only by Special Exception Use permit.  

Some commissioners have visited Ms. Conally home to see where the dogs are kept and the housing and runs are connected to the garage.  She has a very nice operation.

Motion by Clark, supported by Oddy to close the public hearing at 7:42 pm.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Cichiewicz, supported by Swinson to approve the special exception use permit for a kennel at 19611 Martinsville.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Discussion regarding Zoning Ordinance changes as listed below:

Section 20.04 (4) Last Sentence

Current Language:  Under certain conditions the planning commission shall be able to waive certain hard surfacing requirements if the following conditions exist.

Proposed language:  The planning commission shall be able to waive hard surfacing requirements if any or all of the following conditions exist as defined by supporting documentation provided by the petitioner.

Motion by Swinson, supported by Cichiewicz to approve the Off-Street parking development regulations.  Motion carried unanimously.

Stables, commercial and private.  Still needs more discussion.

Kennels still needs more discussion.

Footnotes to Schedule of Regulations – Section 16.02 (B) 

Current Language:  All yards abutting a public street, private road, or access easement shall be considered a front yard for setback purposes.

Proposed Language:  (B) All yards abutting a public street or private road are considered a front yard for setback purposes.  

Motion by Swinson, supported by Borden to approve the Footnotes to Schedule of Regulations.  Motion carried unanimously.

Garage Sales, rummage sales and similar activities still need more discussion.

Numbering of Buildings still needs more discussion.

The members discussed having a session to discuss the sections above that were not passed for November 20, 2008 at 6 pm in the Teen Room at the community center.  

Motion by Swinson, supported by Clark to adjourn at 9:03 pm.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Respectfully submitted,

Esther Hurst 

Deputy Clerk

